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RE-ENTRY PLAN TO 
RESPONSIBLY RESUME 
RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES

By Dawn Torcivia and Larry Dendy

Throughout the pandemic, OLLI leaders have been 
looking to the future. Six months ago they began creating 
the blueprint for OLLI’s return to pre-pandemic activities. 
OLLI President-Elect Dawn Torcivia, who chairs the “Re-
entry Committee”, notes, “The committee has worked 
diligently to identify a series of steps that will enable 
us to return to in-person classes and events when it’s 
completely safe to do so.”

The plan, called “Stairway to Seven,” has seven steps. 
The first step began when classes, meetings and other 
activities transitioned to Zoom in March 2020 and it 
remains in effect. The seventh step will be reinstating 
full-capacity indoor and travel activities with optional 
masks, physical distancing and other safety options. 
Each step requires compliance with University of Georgia 
and Athens-Clarke County safety guidelines.

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
By Cher Snyder

Annual Meeting Set for May 19

Mark your calendars now and be 
sure to join us online on Wednesday, 
May 19 at 1:00 PM for our virtual 
2021 OLLI@UGA Annual Meeting!  
I will share highlights from the past 
year in my State of OLLI@UGA 
speech, and President-Elect Dawn 

Torcivia will share her vision for the year ahead.   In 
addition, Executive Director Tim Meehan and Treasurer 
Greg Mitsoff will provide overviews of the organization’s 
operational and financial status.  Our newly elected 
President-Elect and Board members will be introduced, 
and Board members Jim Alberts, Sherry Malone, and Bob 
Yorczyk will each be recognized for four years of faithful 
service as they complete their terms of office.   A new 
Outstanding Presenter Award will be conferred upon two 
volunteers whose online classes during the past year were 
deemed to be extraordinarily engaging and compelling.  
In addition, the efforts of deserving OLLI members will 
be acknowledged by presentation of the following awards:

•	 The Outstanding Service Award (formerly 
the President’s Award) to recognize 
exemplary service to the organization 
and its members during the past year.

•	 The Sustained Service Award (also 
known as the Carol J. Fisher Award) 
to recognize ongoing dedicated service 
over a period of years.

•	 The new OLLI Scholar Award to 
recognize the exemplary pursuit of 
lifelong learning opportunities during 
the past year. 

The Annual Meeting is a free online event.  Information 
about registering  will be provided.

Cher Snyder

Late Spring 
Classes

Late Spring Classes 
are here!

April 19 – June 18

Registration is easy. 

Check olli.uga.edu/catalog2



FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Tim Meehan

So much to learn, so little time.

As the days get hotter, we feel 
thankful for the refreshment 
of our (hopefully working!) air 
conditioning. Sometimes life 
can feel oppressive, sticky, and 

maybe full of allergens. This is where the refreshment 
of learning can help, discovering something new and 
diving deeper into known waters.

We have over 80 classes this term covering everything 
from birds to borders to the Booth Museum. Although 
we are still on Zoom, there are many opportunities to 
learn from subject experts and have a chance to ask 
questions and interact with others. We also have the 

opportunity to have speakers join us from all over the 
U.S. and the world (including my Dad!). 

There will be something to tempt you, and as lifelong 
learners, if you’ve never been on Zoom before,  we’re 
here to help you get set up. Ryan has some one-on-one 
slots available if you want him to walk you through it.

As you will read elsewhere, we are planning on how 
(but not yet when) to get back to in-person classes. 
However, as the saying goes, “don’t put off till 
tomorrow what you can do today” – register for Zoom 
classes today, so that we can hit the ground running 
when we are back together again.

I hope you are all staying safe.

“Even though a growing number of people have been 
fully vaccinated, our cohort still remains at greater risk of 
infection than the general population. For this reason, the 
committee has adopted a conservative, health-protective 
strategy that will unfold, step by step, as the overall risk 
is reduced,” Dawn says.

Each step of the plan builds on safety precautions from 
the previous step. For example, in addition to continuing 
Zoom activities, step two allows outdoor gatherings of no 
more than 20 people, recommends the use of face masks 
and physical distancing, but excludes sharing of items or 
transportation beyond family units.

Building on step two, step three allows in-person indoor 
activities of no more than 20 people with masks and 
physical distancing required. Step four adds in-person 
travel activities.

Subsequent steps allow full-capacity outdoor activities, 
full-capacity indoor activities and full-capacity travel 
activities, all with optional masks and distancing. “Full-
capacity” is defined “as many people per activity as can 
reasonably be accommodated.”

The committee cautions that the plan is fluid and subject 
to change depending on safety guidelines.

The full plan can be viewed on the OLLI web site on the 
members page under organization.

Members of the re-entry committee in addition to Dawn 
are OLLI President Cher Snyder, Secretary Linda DiPietro, 
and Treasurer Greg Mitsoff; OLLI Board members Jim 
Alberts, Bill Barstow, Sherry Malone, and Roy Martin; 
OLLI Committee Chairs Jeanne Davis-Blair, Patricia 
Dixon, and Terry Kaley; and OLLI Executive Director Tim 
Meehan and Office Manager Shelly Magruder. 
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Thank you OLLI partners 
and sponsors for your 
continued support.

Partner

University of Georgia Mary Frances Early 
College of Education 

Sponsors

Wesley Woods of Athens

a bridge: Aging Life Care Management 

Boom Magazine 

Carolyn Abney 
Keller Williams Greater Athens

Cindy Karp Realty

Epting Events 

Fortson, Bentley, and Griffin, P.A.

Trumps Catering

Uncommon Gourmet

University of Georgia Center for Continuing 
Education and Hotel

University of Georgia Speech and Hearing 
Clinic

WUGA Radio

CHECK OUT OLLI SIGS

These Shared Interest Groups (SIGs) are 
currently meeting virtually:

✔	 Aging and Longevity

✔	 Algonquin

✔	 All Things Chautauqua

✔	 Book Discussion

✔	 DNA for Genealogy

✔	 Doc Buffs

✔	 Picture This

✔	 Poetry Writing

✔	 Solo Seniors

✔	 WiseMen

✔	 Writing Memoir

Information on all the SIGs is found at  
olli.uga.edu.

OLLI ELECTIONS UPDATE
By Dawn Torcivia

The OLLI Nominating Committee was convened in late fall 2020 to develop a slate of officer and director candidates 
for the 2021-2022 Board of Directors. Nominations were opened in February.  In March, candidates were interviewed 
by the committee with the final slate presented for approval by the Board in April. Members will have the opportunity 
to cast their votes online May 3 through May 7 (watch for an email). The results will be announced during the online 
Annual Meeting on May 19. We appreciate the candidates who have agreed to volunteer and serve in these positions.

Thank you to our Nominating Committee members Lois Alworth, Freda Scott-Giles, Andy Horne, Chris Jones, and Dawn 
Torcivia.
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