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FROM THE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

So as we start another term and
a New Year, | am excited by the
amount of programs that we are able
to offer during this time. Although
we would love to be spending time
in each other’'s company, the fact
that we are able to do as much as
we are is amazing.

Tim Meehan

Thirteen years ago my wife and | had to spend around
six months apart. In those days, generally available
video conferencing was in its infancy. Skype was ok,
but webcams were clunky, and the clarity of the images
wasn'’t great over four thousand miles. Coupled with this
was a five-hour time difference, so | would be her wake-
up call while | was already busy at work. It was tough
but we got through it.

Five years ago my wife and |, plus two little ones, moved
in with my parents in-law while we tried to find our feet.
It was probably the longest six months of my life at the
time. However, looking back, it seems like no time at all.

| am not relating these stories to say that everything
was always destined to work out. But that these times
too shall pass. When they have passed we will pick
ourselves up and hang on to the good experiences while
letting the harder ones slip away. As Milan Kundera
once said, “memory is a form of forgetting.” We hope
that OLLI can be one of those memories that you will
be able to hold on to, and, while we are still on the long
road to normality, a supportive and friendly face on the
computer if not in real life.

If you have any technology questions, please reach
out to us — we have both staff and volunteers who will
help you set up your devices and take you through the
process. Doing everything online is not the same as
being in person, and we would be foolish to pretend that
it could be, but we should still do what we can to keep
learning and making new friends while it is safer that we
stay distant from each other.

OLLI SPRING SEMESTER 2021
AND BEYOND

By Larry Dendy

OLLI leaped full-speed into Spring Semester with a
bounty of appealing classes, gatherings of Shared
Interest Groups and meetings of committees—all
online for now but with hopes for a return to in-person
activities in 2021.

Term A of the semester began Feb. 1 and continues
through April 2. The Curriculum Committee assembled
a lineup of 99 classes on a range of topics that is sure
to include something of interest to every OLLI member.
Because all classes are via Zoom, registration is open
until the day before a class and there’s no limit on
enrollment for most classes.

A complete class schedule and description of each

Continued on page 2

Happy Spring Semester 2021!

Classes
Shared Interest Groups
Social Events

Check the website olli.uga.edu or
OLLI Communications for details.



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

By Cher Snyder
Happy New Year,
OLLI' members! I'm

happy to report that
2021 is off to a great
start in regards to our
organization. Thanks to
your generosity, OLLI's
Annual Fund Drive
has raised $23,000 to
date, leaving an amount of only $2,000 to
meet our $25,000 goal.

Cher Snyder

Your ongoing support of all things OLLI@
UGA is very much appreciated. We look
forward to finding ways to serve you better
as the year unfolds.

HOLIDAY PARTY

An ugly sweater contest, scavenger hunt, and holiday cookie recipe
exchange were all on the agenda for the OLLI Holiday Celebration
held via Zoom on December 3, 2020.

OLLI SPRING SEMESTER 2021 AND BEYOND

class is in the online catalog at olli.uga.edu/catalog.
Registration and fee payment remain completely online.

In addition to classes, some Shared Interest Groups (SIGS)
are meeting on Zoom. They include Picture This, Book
Discussion, Solo Seniors, DNA for Genealogy, WiseMen
and Memoir Writing. Information on meeting times and
instructions for joining a group are in the OLLI online
calendar.

The Board of Directors and several committees continue
meeting online to conduct OLLI business and make plans
for the future. Some volunteer activities and online social
events are in the works.

“There’s no question that COVID has interfered with our
programs and activities but we're committed to ensuring
that our members receive the educational and social
opportunities they expect,” says Executive Director Tim
Meehan. “Thanks to the efforts of our hard-working
staff and dedicated volunteers, OLLI remains vigorous
and focused, and we deeply appreciate our members’
continued support and engagement.”

Ongoing uncertainty about the coronavirus pandemic
makes it impossible to know when in-person classes and
other activities might resume, but OLLI intends to be
ready says President Cher Snyder. Cher has appointed
President-Elect Dawn Torcivia to coordinate planning for
reopening and Dawn has organized subcommittees to
look at areas that need to be covered. The reopening will
probably be in phases and safety will be top priority with
strict adherence to guidelines from the government and
the University of Georgia.

2  OLLITIMES | FEBRUARY 2021

continued from page 1

Dawn says OLLI members are encouraged to offer ideas
and suggestions to the subcommittees. A web link will
be available for comments or they can be sent directly to
Dawn (dawn.torcivia@gmail.com).

Meanwhile, Cher cautions that because “Olli has no
way of ensuring or verifying that mask-wearing, social
distancing or other risk-reducing practices could be fully
implemented to keep our members, or those they might
encounter, healthy and safe, our organization cannot
endorse or support the pursuit of (possibly dangerous)
activities.

“So until further notice, and in the name of your health and
safety, we ask that you refrain from organizing, publicizing
or participating in any in-person activities under the
auspices, or using the resources, of OLLI@QUGA.”

Even as Spring Semester Term A gets underway, the
Curriculum Committee is winding up recruitment of
classes for Term B, which runs April 19-June 18. Then,
for the second year, a Summer Term is scheduled for July
6-Aug. 5.

As of now all future classes are planned for Zoom. And
while most members are anxious to return to in-person
classes, many—Ilike Rosemary Woodel—are just grateful
that classes can still be held. “The fact that we can have
Zoom classes is such a blessing,” says Rosemary. “It's a
bonus to see (friends’) faces and hear their voices in the
online sessions.”



NOMINATING COMMITTEE KICKS OFF PROCESS TO FILL 2021
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

By Dawn Torcivia

At its November 2020 meeting, the OLLI Board of Directors approved Lois Alworth, Freda Scott-Giles, Andy Horne, and
Chris Jones to serve as members of the 2021 Nominating Committee. This committee will work to fill Officer and Board

positions that will become vacant on June 30, 2021.

A call for nominations to fill these vacancies will be published in early February. At that time, OLLI members will be
encouraged to contact a member of the Nominating Committee with the name(s) of anyone they wish to nominate. The
committee will prepare a slate of officers by the end of March and submit it to the Board for approval. Once approved,
the final slate of candidates will be presented to members for election before the annual meeting on May 20, 2021.

For more information, please contact Dawn Torcivia, President-Elect, at dawn.torcivia@gmail.com.

Kudos to OLLI Shared Interest Groups (SIGs) for
working hard to keep members engaged, albeit
virtually.

“Participating in and helping with SIGs is an easy
and enjoyable way for members to learn about all
kinds of topics and make new friends,” says Terry
Kaley, SIGs coordinator.

SIGs currently meeting:

(4 Aging and Longevity
Book Discussion
All Things Chautauqua
DNA for Genealogy
Doc Buffs
Picture This
Poetry Writing

Solo Seniors

AN N N U N N N

WiseMen

AN

Writing Memoir

More information about all the Shared Interest
Groups is found at olli.uga.edu.

Thank you OLLI partners
and sponsors for your
continued support.

Partner

University of Georgia Mary Frances Early
College of Education

Sponsors
Wesley Woods of Athens
Boom Magazine

Carolyn Abney
Keller Williams Greater Athens

Cindy Karp Realty

Epting Events

Fortson, Bentley, and Griffin, P.A.
Trumps Catering

Uncommon Gourmet

University of Georgia Center for Continuing
Education and Hotel

University of Georgia Speech and Hearing
Clinic

WUGA Radio
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