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—SPECIAL REPORT—

A screen shot showing what OLLI@UGA’s new registration page looks like

How to Use the
New Registration System
By Tim Meehan, OLLI@UGA Executive Director

A new era is beginning at OLLI@UGA as we have changed registration 
systems for our upcoming semester and added an online community system 
for members to communicate with each other. Although the registration 
system is different from our online community system, which is being hosted 
by Mighty Networks (see page 11), the Board of Directors believes that the 
two systems combined will be a big boon for OLLI@UGA moving forward.

We did not take this decision lightly, as we know that change is never easy. 
Our Annual Membership Survey in 2017 showed that the top frustrations for 
members were our technology systems and registering for classes online. 
Our contact expired in October 2018 (which we extended to January 2019), 
so it was a good time to examine what the organization needed against what 
was being provided. When we originally signed up for Abila, our previous 
system, the Board was looking for a way to understand the data provided for 
us by membership numbers, registration patterns, etc., as well as to provide 
an online community forum, both of which we did not have. 

During the past 12 months, we have looked at different registration providers 

It’s a New Year: Time to Register 
for Classes
Registration for Spring 2019 classes begins 
on January 16 at 10 a.m.

A Tip of the Hat to Our Donors
We appreciate all our donors, both large and small. Your 
generosity allows this program to flourish. Please see 
page 7 for a list of our members who donated to OLLI@
UGA this year. 

Chuck Murphy

Chuck Murphy holds an example of the transparent Lexan 
material that will be used for the new bus stop.

Winner: A Bird-themed Proposal
For a New Bus Stop in Athens
Chuck Murphy learned in November that he and his artist 
colleague Bob Clements won a bid to build a bird-themed 
bus stop in Athens. Here is an excerpt from the blog he 
started on the project: 

“As you may have heard, a buddy (world-famous artist Bob 
Clements) and I won a ‘Call for Art’ competition to design 
and build an artsy bus shelter for the Athens-Clarke County 
Transit Authority. We’re just kicking off the project. Over the 

Continued on page 3
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A Fond Farewell from Zu Reuter

Zu Reuter, OLLI@UGA’s staff 
member who handled member 
services and technology, took 
a new job in UGA’s College 
of Education late last year. In 
recognition and celebration of all 
the work, warmth, and grace that 
she brought to OLLI@UGA over 
the years, members gathered at 
a reception for her on November 
19. The good news is that she 
has not gone too far away: Her 

new office is up on the 4th floor of River’s Crossing. Here’s an excerpt 
from the email that Zu sent out to members on November 2:

As I think back to so many memories and moments, I thought I 
would leave you all my own well wishes. Mostly, I wish that you 
could see the world as I do from my “corner office with a view.” 
I wish you could see…

•	 The laughs you have with each other after a class

•	 The excited hellos when you see a familiar face come 
through the door

•	 The first day of semester excitement as you collect 
your parking permit and catch up with friends

•	 The conversations in the hallway discussing what was 
just learned

•	 Lunch/coffee plans that are made right outside my door

•	 The President, President Elect, Executive Committee, 
and many volunteers attending meetings – all 
committed to keeping this organization a great place 
to be

•	 The rushing to class when you arrive late

•	 The lingering in the hallways when you arrive early

•	 The waves, smiles, and hellos as you pass by my door

•	 The pop-ins for a quick visit and life update

•	 The rushing in and then rushing out to place the parking 
permit on your car

•	 Seeing acquaintances become friends who then 
become family

Everyone’s OLLI experience is unique unto their own but the one 
thing remains is that it is your OLLI – you have a voice. Continue 
to support your leadership and participate in the process. Annual 
Meetings are a chance to celebrate the accomplishments and meet 
your new leadership team. Calls for volunteering are important to 
keep everything moving smoothly. Allow some grace with the new 
registration and communication systems. Everyone will be learning 
together. Remember that we cannot fix what we do not know, so it’s 
OK to voice concern.

I may not see you ’round the halls as often, but I hope to see you 
’round Athens.

  Sincerely, respectfully, gratefully, and always,

  Zu

Zu Reuter

Tim Meehan

OLLI@UGA members and staff feted Zu as she prepared to take her new 
job in the College of Education.

next six to eight months, there’s going to 
be a lot of detail design and engineering, 
followed by cutting, bending and welding 
steel, getting it powder-coated (no paint!), 
and then printing and assembling slabs 
of plexiglass with bird photos. And finally, 
assembling and welding the whole thing 
on a trailer and delivering it to the Transit 
Authority, which will install it someplace 
around town.

“If you want to keep up with how the 
project is going, this blog is the place! If 
you would like to be kept in the loop, just 
go to the blog’s Home page at www.bird-
bus-stop.com, scroll down and fill in your 
name and email address. Guarantee: No 
spam, no more than one update per week, 
and generally a lot less than that. And you 
can unsubscribe at any time with a single 
click.”

Bird-themed Bus Stop in 
Athens (continued from page 1)

Here’s a night view of the bird-themed bus stop designed by Chuck Murphy and Bob 
Clements, showing the solar-powered LED safety light. Tim Rogan created the image for the 
proposal they submitted to the Athens-Clarke County Transit.
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Karen Porter

An OLLI class in the American Holly forest at Tallassee Forest. The 
hike was led by Dr. Karen Porter, joined by Chris Canalos, GA DNR, and 
Laura Hall, Land Steward with the Oconee River Land Trust.

Karen Porter

Everyone hung in there and made the 5-mile, 3-hour hike in one piece.

Hikers Get a Peek at Tallassee Forest 
By Karen Porter

No need to travel to north Georgia to see old forests, clear streams, 
and diverse plants and animals. OLLI class members had the special 
opportunity to experience a hidden natural gem in Athens on October 
20, 2018. Tallassee Forest is a 310-acre tract of county-owned land 
with exceptional natural environments that include a Legacy Forest, 
which is more than 80 years old, a bottomland forest free of privet, as 
well as large canebrakes, clean streams, and a marsh. 

A Conservation Easement held by the Oconee River Land Trust 
protects the environment while allowing nature-based recreation, 
such as walking, hiking, photography, picnicking, and educational 
programming. Numerous studies show that experiencing nature has 
a significant positive effect on mental and physical health and well-
being. The area is not open to the public at this time; however, a park 
plan is being developed and, if funded in SPLOST 2020, will allow 
public access. 

Why Ash Waste Matters to Athens
By Chris Jones

When journalist Dink NeSmith, President of Community Newspapers 
Inc. of Athens, spoke at a recent OLLI@UGA luncheon, he suggested 
that the Athens area should pay close attention to coal ash dumping 
in Banks County, because it could adversely affect the area water 
supply in the future. NeSmith, who titled his November 29 talk 
“Kicking Ash and Taking Names,” told of the battle his weekly 
newspaper in Jesup fought with Republic Services, the nation’s 
second-largest waste management firm, over the dumping 
of residue used to fuel coal-fired electric generating plants. 
 
The Press-Sentinel of Jesup covered Republic’s efforts to quietly obtain 
various federal and state permits to begin dumping up to 10,000 tons a 
day near. The paper exposed the plan and rallied community opposition, 
and, three years later, Republic has withdrawn the application for 
new permits and is renegotiating its 50-year contract with Wayne 
County that originally contained negligible safety protections. 
 
In NeSmith’s research of the Wayne County issue, he discovered that 
Waste Management, Inc., the nation’s largest solid waste disposal 
company, has a similar operation underway in Banks County near 

Athens. He suggested that 
citizens research what is going 
on regarding water projects 
in the area, follow any permit 
applications made in conjunction 
with the facility, and consider 
contacting local officials for more 
information and to let them know 
that people in the community 
are interested in following the 
situation.

Dink NeSmith discussed the 
battle that his Jesup newspaper 
fought to get information on how 
ash was being dumped in Wayne 
County.

Julie Cashin-Schneider

OLLI@UGA members got the message that ash waste is being dumped 
in nearby Banks County.

Julie Cashin-Schneider
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CLASSES
Batty for Bats
Looks like the students had some fun at 
the Bats and Batty People, Bats of Athens, 
Bats of the World class in November 2018, 
taught by Chuck Murphy and Kristen Lear.

Kristen Lear, UGA Ph.D. candidate in Bat 
Conservation, with specimens of a few of 
our local bats.

Harry Hayes

Chuck Murphy and Kristen Lear, showing off their bat costumes. 
(You don’t have to be batty to teach here, but it helps!)

Spanish Food
OLLI@UGA members enjoyed learning 
more about good food during the 
“Dining Adventures in Spanish Food & 
Wine” class taught by local chef Tim 
Dondero, which was hosted by Cheryl 
Copeland.

Harry Hayes

Brenda Hayes, dressed up as a Malaysian Flying Fox, demon-
strating her six-foot wingspan.

Anne Wells

A Big Thank You to Our Hosts for the 
Fall-Winter 2018 Semester

Every one of the classes at OLLI@UGA needs a host to help greet the 
members and introduce the presenter. Thank you to so many of our 
members who volunteered to be class hosts in the fall semester. You all 
make everything work better for everyone who takes classes. 

A
Marie Abercrombie
Randall Abney
Susan Adams
Jim Alberts
B
Peter Balsamo
Renny Barnes
Bill Barstow
Elizabeth Barton
Kate Blane
David Block
Monte Broaded
C
Carol Calbos
Julie Cashin-Schneider
Dona Conway
Cheryl Copeland
Bob Covi
Katy Crapo
Connie Crawley
Ann Crowley
D
Jeanne Davis-Blair
Carolyn Dees
Larry Dendy
Linda DiPietro
Susan Dougherty
F
Ken Feinstein
Gilly Francis
G
Dianne Gallagher
Linda Gilbert
Linda Grant

Nancy Grayson
Nicki Gullickson
H
Penny Hall
Kim Haltiwanger
Brenda Hayes
Beth Hedrick
Andy Horne
Hank Huckaby
J
Chris Jones
Toni Jones
K
Babs Kall
Paula Keam
Linda Koehler
Carol Kurtz
L
Karen Lange
Barbara Lewis
Nancy Lindbloom
Mike Luffler
Tina Luttrell
Ginny Lynch
M
Sherry Malone
Roy Martin
Kathy Mason
Scott Mason
Regina McAlister
Becky McCaskey
Mamie Mierzwak
Iris Miracle
Pat Mitchem
Jann Moore

O
Penny Oldfather
P
Kathy Parker
Bill Patterson
Beckie Poole
Liz Powell
Margaret Pruiett
S
Don Schneider
Jay Shinn
Ann Shumpert
Cher Snyder
John Songster
Nancy Songster
Robert Sorrell
T
Monika Tacaks
Chuck Terry
Sharron Thompson
Nancy Tisdale
Bob Torcivia
Dawn Torcivia
Vi Tunnell
W
Janet Wagman
Nancy Walton
Clover Weller
Andrea Woodall
Rosemary Woodel
Beth Wray
Y
Bob Yorczyk
Z
Joan Zitzelman

Harry Hayes
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
25 Years in Athens and 10 Years as an 
OLLI: Let’s Get Ready to Celebrate
Dear OLLI@UGA Members,

As I reflect on the great things OLLI@UGA has accomplished 
in 2018 and look ahead to what promises to be a banner year 
for us in 2019, I am reminded of a saying I learned in my 
eighth grade Spanish class — Poco a poco, se va lejos. (Little 
by little, one goes far.)

OLLI@UGA has indeed come a long way, little by little. Almost 25 years ago, a small 
group of dedicated and visionary volunteers created Learning in Retirement. They 
put together a few classes and worked out the details of membership, 
communications, finances, classroom space, and technology.  The organization 
grew steadily — perhaps with a few fits and starts — into today’s Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute, or OLLI@UGA. 

Today we have about 
1,450 members (several 
hundred of whom 
volunteer a great deal of 
time, energy, and talent) 
and three full-time staff 
members. We offer about 
220 classes each semester, 
along with an extensive 
travel study program, 
luncheon speakers, and 
special events. We are 
enjoying record-breaking 
class enrollments and 
participation levels in our 
activities.

This year, we have reached another threshold in our development. The scale and 
complexity of our activities have outstripped the capacity of our current paid 
staff and volunteer leaders to sustain. I am pleased to report to you that at its 
November meeting, the Board of Directors approved the creation of a new full-time 
staff position, which we hope to fill early in the new year. This important step will 
promote the well-being of our excellent staff and help to sustain the morale of our 
hard-working volunteers.

As you have been hearing, OLLI@UGA has introduced a new and user-friendly 
system for online registration for classes and renewal of memberships. Please 
familiarize yourself with the new system in advance of the January 16 opening of 
registration for spring semester classes. I’d like to express my great appreciation 
to the Curriculum Committee for putting together an extraordinary set of classes for 
the spring and to Executive Director Tim Meehan for his efforts to make a smooth 
and seamless transition to the new registration system.

Looking a bit farther ahead, in the fall of 2019 OLLI@UGA will celebrate the 
25th anniversary of our founding (as Learning in Retirement) as well as the 10th 
anniversary of our first endowment grant from the Osher Foundation. Please let me 
know if you would like to be part of the planning group for those celebrations. Little 
by little, we will continue to go far.

With best wishes for the New Year,
Monte Broaded, President

River’s Crossing
850 College Station Road
Athens, GA 30602-4811

Telephone: 706-542-7715

EMAIL: olli@uga.edu

WEBSITE: www.olli.uga.edu 

FACEBOOK: olliatuga    

TWITTER: @olliuga   

OLLI@UGA Staff
Executive Director Tim Meehan
Office Manager Shelly Magruder
Office Assistant Rita Healan
Bookkeeper Mandy Blalock
Website Content Amy Munnell

OLLI Officers of the Board
President Monte Broaded
President Elect Chris Jones
Secretary Ann Shumpert
Treasurer  Mamie Mierzwak

OLLI  Board of Directors
Jim Alberts Roy Martin
Bill Barstow Penny Oldfather
Richard Bouldin Cher Snyder 
Nancy Grayson Barbara Timmons
Sherry Malone Bob Yorczyk 
 

OLLI Committee Chairs
Bylaws Barbara Timmons
Curriculum Rennie Barnes,
 Bob Yorczyk
Finance Denny Beresford
Fund Development (Position open) 
Hospitality Linda DiPietro
Long-Range Planning Larry Dendy 
Marketing & Communications Ann Allen
Membership Cher Snyder
Nominating Chris Jones
Shared Interest Groups Lee Albright 
Travel Study Joan Zitzelman
Volunteer Coordinator Sandy Clark
_________
Editor, OLLI Times Susan Walker
Host Coordinators Toni Jones,
 Sherry Malone
Historian William Loughner
Parliamentarians William Loughner,
 Don Schneider

Monte Broaded

Monte Broaded (left) with Bernard Osher, center, 
and Tim Meehan at the Osher Lifelong Learning 
conference in Arizona
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Donors Help Make OLLI@UGA a Strong 
and Lively Organization
Thank you to all who donated money to OLLI@UGA in 2018 whose names we 
publish here. You might wonder why a thriving membership organization like OLLI@
UGA needs donations on top of program fees since it has an endowment from the 
Osher Foundation. But while the endowment meets 25% of our expenditures, it’s 
the money our members donate to OLLI@UGA that helps us to start new projects 
that interest and excite our members.

Please donate to the Annual Fund if you can. And here’s another good way to 
donate money: The next time you aren’t able to take a class you signed up for, 
rather than asking for a refund, simply donate the class fee. You can think of it as 
money you had already spent anyway, so why not donate it to OLLI@UGA? 

– A –
Howard Abney
John Aitkens
John Albright
Lee Albright
JoBeth Allen
Kris Allison
Bill Alworth
Jane Amos
Anonymous
Ted Arnold

– B –
Deb Baker
Bill Ball
John Barrett
Bill Barstow
Annette Bates
Nancy Baumann
Suzanne Beall
Patrick Beall
Fran Beall
Denny Beresford
Joan Berryman
Barbara Bloom-Fisher
Ann Blum
Leta Bodine
Louis Boyd
Susan Brown
Lisa Burleson

– C –
Sheryl Cantwell
Tina Carlson
Sally Carter
Julie Cashin-Schneider
Anna Chambers
Sandy Clark
Dona Conway
Frances Covert
Betty Jean Craige
Katy Crapo
Ann Crowley
Cheri Crowley
Mary Anne Cunningham
Ross Curry
Susan Curtis

– D –
Nick Dale
Mark Daniell
Larry Dendy
Susan Derrick
Kitty Donnan
Don Dorst
Pat Dunleavy
Ann Dunn

– E –
Diane Ehlers
Sharon Estes

– F –
Barbara Flick
Barb Fox

– G –
Linda Gagliano
Victor Gagliano
Edwin George
Jan Goddard
Beatrice Gomez
Peg Graham
Nancy Grayson
Judith Griffin

– H –
Jack Hagerman
Rob Haire
Margie Hammock
Ian Hardin
Lynne Harrelson
Jim Harrington
Nancy Hart
Curt Harvey
Brenda Hayes
Harry Hayes
Nina Hellerstein
Ed Helm
Vickie Henry
Rhonda Hicks
Rich Holland
Carl Hoveland
Amy Huckaby
Sandy Hudson
Natalie Hull

– J –
Sinclair Jackson
Susan Johnson
Chris Jones

– K –
Ange Kahn
Toni Kelly
Jane Kidd
Iva King
Bruce King
Jane King
Douglas Kleiber
Heather Kleiner
Carol Kurtz
Paul Kurtz

– L –
Karen Lahey
Mike Lahey
Ted Lamontagne
Glenda Lance
Jack Lance
Chris Langone
Bill Loughner
Lisa Lowe
Betsy Lubs
Richard Lynch
Ginny Lynch

– M –
Nancy Macnair
Mary MacNeil
Kim Mahoney
Sherry Malone
Janet Martin
Roy Martin
Natasha Martinez
Becky McCaskey
Pat McCaskey
Patricia McFarland
Donald McKim
Pat McKoy
Penny McLanahan
Bette McNeely
Mamie Mierzwak
Camilla Mima

Danny Minor
Berkeley Minor
Dan Minor
Doug Monroe
Rebecca Moore
Chuck Murphy
Suzanne Murphy
John Muthe
Wayne Myers

– N –
Carter Naylor
Heidi Naylor
Terry Nestor
Elizabeth Nevil

– P –
Elizabeth Pape
Susan Parrish
Gloria Payne
Kathy Perry
Janet Petty
Jackie Pierson
William Pierson
Jeanne Plummer
Jayne Plymale
Liz Powell
Anne Pritchard

– R –
Jackie Rains
Jill Read
Mark Reynolds
Melinda Robins
Dave Robinson
Diane Ruberti
Katie Rush
David Rush

– S –
Mary Safrai
Michelle Schlesinger
Pat Schlotzhauer
Don Schneider
Jane Shenk
Jay Shinn
Marilyn Shuey

Ann Shumpert
Michele Simpson
Donna Smith
James Smith
June Smith
Kathleen Smith
Cher Snyder
Nancy Songster
Paula Spruill
John Starr
Winston Stephens
Sylvia Stogden

– T –
Marcia Talmadge
Marinelle Teasley
Chuck Terry
Jeanette Thomas
Maureen Thomas
Peggy Thompson
Sharron Thompson
Sydney Thompson
Nancy Tisdale
Garry Tucker

– W –
Susan Walker
Helen Watson
Mary Lillie Watson
Ray Watson
Herb West
Loretta White
Jeanie Whitener
Richard Whitener
Becky Wilkes
Helen Wilkes
Geraldine Williams
Sara Williamson
Andrea Woodall
Bob Woodall
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Thinking of Taking 
Charge of Your 
Investments?
Six Classes on How to 
Become a More Confident 
Investor

By Warren Flick

Looking for some insights into how to manage your money in 
retirement? Join me for my series on financial investing, which 
will explore how you can become more comfortable with making 
decisions about your investments. Over the course of six classes, you 
will get a sense of what it’s like to take charge of your own financial 
future. 

Many OLLI@UGA members have accumulated investment portfolios 
through regular saving on the job during their careers. Those 
investments stayed mostly in the background of life, always present 
but seldom of day-to-day concern. But now at retirement, when 
salaries vanish, those same portfolios move front and center in your 
thinking. 

It’s at this point that many retirees take a long look at their account 
statements and realize they need help. You may wonder whether you 
have enough money to last through retirement. You may sense that 
periodic withdrawals in combination with low-quality investments 
and fees from financial advisors can gradually grind down your 
portfolio and jeopardize your retirement. Still, you may also find 
financial investing to be arcane and difficult, and you just do not see 
a suitable path forward.

If any of this story resonates with you — or if you just want to learn 
about investing — then consider signing up for the six OLLI classes on 
investing that I will present in February and March 2019. I have come 
indirectly to the subject of retirement finance, through experience and 
study in related fields. In my career, I taught, consulted, and wrote 
about forest economics. Because forestry is a long-term enterprise, 
many of the models rely on the principles of investing, and that work 
transfers easily to retirement. I started teaching personal investing 

at OLLI@UGA about five years ago. I manage my own investments, 
using passive investing, and my family has worked through many 
common retirement problems. 

The classes begin with the basics and end with some ideas on how to 
become your own financial advisor. Each class will meet on Tuesday 
and Thursday in the afternoon, and more details are in the Spring 
2019 catalog. 

Here are the titles:

● Investing #1 — What You Need to Know About Investing

● Investing #2 — Retirement Investments in Action

● Investing #3 — Retirement Withdrawal Strategies

● Investing #4 — Annuities

● Investing #5 — Working with Financial Professionals

● Investing #6 — Becoming Your Own Financial Manager

Taken together, the classes form a small curriculum on investing that 
takes participants from introductory concepts through taking charge 
of their own portfolios. All of the classes emphasize how investments 
can be organized and managed to serve common retirement goals. 
I will emphasize passive investing, which I will compare to active 
investing. Class members will learn to manage investment risks, 
asset allocations, investment costs, rebalancing their portfolios, and 
more. Although I teach the classes in sequence, you do not have to 
attend all of them. You may take one or two, or all six, depending on 
your interests. 

These classes are not an advanced course on technical or 
fundamental analysis, nor do they include discussions of derivatives 
(such as options, futures, and mortgage-backed securities), junk 
bonds, private equity, hedge funds, or other complex investments. 
Also, I do not emphasize tax considerations, although I do point out 
obvious tax implications. Instead, the classes are aimed at people 
with a beginning to intermediate level of knowledge about investing. I 
use mutual funds or exchange-traded funds as investment examples. 
I also ask class members to share what they have learned along 
the way with their own personal investing. That helps ensure the 
best knowledge ends up before the class, and it keeps the classes 
relevant.

Warren Flick

It was a beautiful autumn 
day for the wine tour to three 
wineries in North Georgia last 
November. Cindy Karp enjoyed 
both the wine and taking 
photos of the trip.

Cindy Karp
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(including those who serve other OLLIs and 
Lifelong Learning Programs) to see what 
they could offer our membership. Various 
stakeholder groups and members had a hand 
in the process, and we are grateful for all the 
member input we received. A special note of 
thanks goes to Zu Reuter for organizing all of 
the beta group testing.

The new registration system is designed to be 
much more user-friendly, with easy ways to 
find and select membership, courses, travel, 
and social events, using the same process 
no matter what you wish to purchase. It is 
also designed to be used on mobile phones 
and tablets, so we expect that it will improve 
the overall member experience. 

The new registration system went live on 
December 10, so you are now able to access 

the site in advance of general registration, 
which begins on January 16, 2019. We do 
strongly suggest that you visit the site ahead 
of time, especially to try out your username, 
change your temporary password, and read 
through the registration instructions. These 
instructions also appear above in this issue 
of OLLI Times as well as in the Catalog, and 
they are also available online on our website. 
By this time, you should have received two 
separate emails from us, one with your new 
username and one with your temporary 
password. If you do not believe that you have 
seen these emails, then please check your 
junk folders or give the office a call and we 
will provide you with the information.

Just a note on hosting. Although host 
registration opened on January 2, recruiters 
and members of the Curriculum committee 
got first refusal as we try to have those 
already confirmed before we open up — 
after all, if you have put your time and energy 
into recruiting a course, would you not want 

to guarantee that you can participate in it? 
However, this is the only time that anyone 
can register in advance. From the longest-
standing members to the leadership to 
new members, everybody registers starting 
Wednesday, January 16.

We feel that the results of this new 
registration system will be well worthwhile, 
and we thank everyone for your input every 
step of the way. If you have any questions 
about any registration process, please do not 
hesitate to call the office at (706) 542-7715.

New Registration System 
(continued from page 1)

Accessing the Registration Site
Go to olli.uga.edu. Select the Red Button for OLLI@UGA Members in 
the top right-hand corner.

On the Registration Site
You will need to sign in to your account using the Sign-In link under 
the main banner. If you are not signed in, you will not be able to add 
items to your cart. Membership is open for purchase.

You will be able to view classes for the Spring Semester 2019 ahead 
of opening at 10 a.m. on Wednesday January 16. Take some time to 
browse all the classes, you might find something you missed in the 
catalog!

Current Members
If you are a current member, you will have received two emails on 
December 10: one with your new username and one with a temporary 
password. If you have not received this email, please contact the 
office at (706) 542-7715.

Once you log on, you will be asked to update your username and 
password. 

If your membership expires on June 30, 2019, then you will be able 
to add items straight to your cart.

If your membership expired on December 31, then you will need 
to add a membership to your cart before you can select any of the 
classes. We strongly suggest that you do this before class registration 
opens.

If you do not know whether you are a July or January member, then 
sign in and check the My Membership tab.

New Members
If you are not currently a member, then create a new account 
following the instructions on screen. 

We strongly suggest that you go ahead and purchase a membership 
so that you will be ready to add classes when class registration 
opens.

Adding Classes
Classes are listed alphabetically and by category. You can see how 
many spaces are still available in the class before you register.

To select a class, click the “Add to cart” button. This will take you 
through to your shopping cart. 

Preview your cart and return to classes by using the back button.

If a class is full, you can add yourself to the waitlist by selecting the 
“Add to Waitlist button.”

Checking Out
Once you have registered for all the classes you wish to take, you 
can proceed through the checkout process. You will be able to return 
to add classes and events at any point using the same instructions.

Need help? Call the OLLI@UGA office at 706-542-7715.

How to Use the New Online Registration System

Next issue:
Send your photos or write-ups 
for next issue of OLLI Times 
to the editor, Susan Walker, at 
swalkerwriter@gmail.com. 
Deadline is Friday, February 1. 
Thank You!
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FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Tim Meehan

Hard Work in 2018 
Prepared Us for a 
Great 2019
It has been very much the end of an era with Zu Reuter leaving 
us this semester to move upstairs in the River’s Crossing building 
for her new job with the Lifelong Learning Education and Policy 
Department. She enjoyed a wonderful send-off with so many 
members attending her farewell party on November 17, and she 
also appreciated all the best wishes she received in the office. 
OLLI@UGA has transformed so much over Zu’s time here (8 years), 
during which we have grown from 500 to 1,500 members and it is 
only right that she should be so remembered. 

We have been searching for a new staff member, and we hope that 
we will be able to introduce the “new Zu” early in the New Year. 
(And, actually, maybe two new hires, thanks to the decision of the 
Board of Directors to add another position in light of the workload 
carried by our current staff. ) We will also be saying goodbye to 
our student worker, Katie Shivers, who is majoring in Advertising 
and Social Work. Katie has been a wonderful addition to the team, 
especially with the class reminders and feedback, and we wish her 
well. We will be welcoming a new student helper in the New Year.

It has been a busy and wonderful year, with more members than 
ever taking the wide variety of classes thanks to the sterling 
work of the Curriculum Committee. We have had some wonderful 
experiences outside of Athens due to the diligence of the Travel 
Study Committee. And we have enjoyed each other’s company 
at the social events so beautifully organized by the Hospitality 
Committee. But those are just the tip of the iceberg compared with 
all the work accomplished by so many of the other committees, 
members, presenters, and our cohort of volunteers. It is difficult 
to say how much our members and volunteers mean to this 
organization, and I am sorry that I cannot mention you all by name.

We have been working very hard to ensure that the new 
registration system enhances our members’ online experience, so 
please take some time to read all the information and registration 
guides that we send out. That will ensure smoother sailing when 
you register for classes in January.

I wish you all Happy New Year and look forward to welcoming you 
back to River’s Crossing for the new semester.

Welcome new baby Connor 
Booth Meehan to Tim Meehan 
and his wife Kathleen. He was 
born in early December 2018 and 
joins big sister and brother.

Tim Meehan

Chasing Coral Wins Three Awards
Jim Porter, who has been 
a member of OLLI@
UGA since 2009, had 
a banner year with the 
film Chasing Coral for 
which he served as chief 
scientific officer and 
also as a cast member. 
The film won a trifecta 
of awards, starting with 
the Audience Award at 
Sundance Festival and 
then an award from 
the Peabody Awards 
committee as well 
as from the National 
Academy of Television 
Arts and Science. 

Chasing Coral features a series of underwater photographs taken 
by Porter that provide a before and after glimpse of the coral reefs of 
Discovery Bay in Jamaica. “It’s the kind of incontrovertible, visually 
arresting evidence that grabs a viewer’s attention and never let’s 
go,” Porter says. “More than anything else, I wanted to get the word 
out about the importance of the climate crisis and our need to act 
now to prevent further catastrophe. The red-carpet reception this 
film has received tells me it has done that!”

Here are the two citations:

Award Citation for Chasing Coral from the Peabody Awards Committee, 
77th Annual Award Winner Ceremony, May 19, 2018, New York, NY

Climate change is often described as a slow-moving catastrophe, a serious 
but distant threat. Chasing Coral, a Netflix documentary, upends that 
comfortable premise. As waters warm, coral reefs starve, with massive 
bleaching events occurring at record pace unseen beneath the waves. 
Approximately 90 percent of coral reefs may be lost over the coming 
decades. Chasing Coral dramatically illuminates this ongoing disaster, first 
immersing the audience in the gorgeous and diverse marine world that is 
the Great Barrier Reef, and then documenting – using underwater time-
lapse cameras invented specifically for the project – how vast swaths of 
it die. 

The emotional impact is heightened by watching a team of passionate and 
idealistic young assistants witness the bleaching event, which suggests 
nothing less than a kind of underwater holocaust.  Somehow, in spite of 
the scope of the tragedy, the documentary nevertheless remains hopeful, 
calling for engagement and urging action. With stunning impact and 
breathtaking beauty, Chasing Coral tells a story that matters. For bringing 
climate change and its deadly consequences into sharp focus, Chasing 
Coral wins a Peabody Award.

Award Citation from the National Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences, 39th Annual Award Ceremony, October 1, 2018, New York, NY

Chasing Coral taps into the collective will and wisdom of an ad man, a 
self-proclaimed coral nerd, top-notch camera designers, and renowned 
marine biologists as they invent the first time-lapse camera to record coral 
bleaching events as they happen.  For this, Chasing Coral and its science 
team win the 2017 National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences 
Emmy for Best Nature Documentary.

Karen and Jim Porter at the Peabody 
Awards Ceremony
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Hospit-OLLI-ty
By Julie Cashin-Schneider

Julie Cashin-Schneider

The Halloween luncheon was a blast with a Roaring ’20s theme.

Mighty Networks Now 
Serves OLLI@UGA 
Members Who Want to Connect

By Tim Meehan

This January, we have transferred all our communications from 
Abila/Memberfuse to the Mighty Networks community system. If 
you haven’t signed up, now would be a good time — you can read 
detailed instructions here.

Mighty Networks for Communication 

•	 In order for you to continue receiving information from 
the OLLI@UGA office and to communicate with SIGs or 
committees to which you belong, you will need to sign 
up for Mighty Networks using your email address as your 
username. You will be asked to create a password during 
the sign-in process. The password you create for Mighty 
Networks should be different from the one you use for class 
registration. 

•	 Instructions for signing up for Mighty Networks are 
available at http://olli.uga.edu/olli-techknowledgy/. If you 
have any questions or need help with the sign-in process, 
Cher Snyder (cher.snyder.phd@gmail.com; 909-490-5400 
is available by email, phone, or text to help. Please be sure 
to sign up for Mighty Networks as soon as possible. 

•	 You may also sign up for a Mighty Networks class on our 
website. New class dates will be added each week through 
the end of January, so be sure to check periodically for 
dates and times that are convenient for you to attend. All 
classes are held in Room 143 at River’s Crossing. 

This new software system and the new CampusCE class registration 
site (see page 9) were selected to enhance your online member 
experience in OLLI@UGA. We recognize that there will be a learning 
curve while you become familiar with our new communication 
and registration systems, but we also believe that you will benefit 
substantially from both in a very short period of time.

As always, if you have any questions, please contact the OLLI office, 
either on 706-542-7715 or olli@uga.edu. 

As we begin a new year, the Hospitality Committee is planning 
future events for you to become involved in. Not only will there 
be awesome classes to choose from and great Shared Interest 
Groups to join in 2019 but also events to celebrate holidays and 
break bread together, as well as opportunities to learn about 
all of the different ways to get involved and increase your 
friendships. Our Hospitality co-chairs are now Linda DiPietro and 
Sue Flemming, and I will continue to write this column to help 
get the word out about all the fun events you can come to.

We started a new method of paying in advance for luncheons 
with the New Year’s Eve Luncheon on Monday, December 31, 
at Porterhouse Grill. The price for various entrée choices was 
$16, which members paid to OLLI@UGA. We have had the New 
Year’s luncheon at Porterhouse for several years, and the menu, 
food, and service are always top-notch!

The popular OLLI@UGA Lifelong Learning Fair will take place 
Friday, January 25, 2019, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the 
Georgia Square Mall on Atlanta Highway, right across from 
Belk upstairs. New members and long-time members will all 
enjoy this great event. Representatives from all of the Shared 
Interests Groups as well as OLLI@UGA Committees and staff 
will be there to answer any questions you may have.  Snacks 
will be furnished by one of our sponsors, Talmage Terrace.  Bring 

friends who want to know more about OLLI@UGA, and they can 
even join as a member at the Fair. Don’t miss it!

Do you enjoy planning parties and are interested in coming to 
a meeting of the Hospitality Committee? We meet the second 
Monday of each month at 10 a.m. at Talmage Terrace on 
the 4th floor. Let Linda know you plan to be there, and she will 
arrange for someone to meet you in the lobby to take you up to 
the meeting room. You can email her at tandldptro@aol.com. 
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SIGS

Jack Hagerman

OLLI Times Contributors — Thank you to this month’s contributors
Monte Broaded

Julie Cashin-Schneider
Cheryl Copeland

Warren Flick
Jack Hagerman

Harry Hayes

Chris Jones
Cindy Karp

Tim Meehan

Chuck Murphy
Jim Porter

Karen Porter

Zu Reuter
Anne Wells

Editor: Susan Walker

HELP 
SUSTAIN  
OLLI@UGA

(706) 542-8140
ugalegacy@uga.edu
legacy.uga.edu

Help sustain 
OLLI@UGA by 
including a gift in 
your estate plans 
to the “University 
of Georgia 
Foundation.”  
 
For more information, 
please contact the 
Office of Gift and 
Estate Planning.

Jack Hagerman has organized the Splashdown Shared Interest Group (SIG) for people who like to kayak or canoe. The group had a 
beautiful day out on the waters of Lake Chapman on September 8, 2018. If you would like to join the SIG or learn more about it, check 
out the information on our Mighty Networks website at olli-uga.mn.co.

OLLI Rocks Schedule
Spring Semester 2019

This semester, Dr. David Dallmeyer will continue giving 
presentations for the OLLI Rocks Shared Interest Group (SIG) 
on the theme of “Geological Catastrophes on Earth.” SIG 
members will examine the globally devastating effects of 
volcanic eruptions and associated tsunamis. Meetings are 
on Wednesdays, starting at 4:00 p.m. in the River’s Crossing 
Building. 

• January 9, 2019: Eruption of Mount Toba, Sumatra 
74,000 Years Ago: Did Humans Nearly Disappear? 
 
Suggested Reading: When Humans Nearly 
Vanished: The Catastrophic Eruption of the Toba 
Volcano by Donald R. Prothero

• February 6: The 1995-1999 Eruption of Soufrière 
Hills Volcano on the Caribbean Island of Montserrat

• March 6: The 1980 Eruption of Mount St. Helens: 
America’s Most Studied Volcano

• April 3: Eruptions of the Yellowstone Mega 
Volcano: What Is Its Future?
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Athens Pet Sitter
Peace of Mind for Pet 
Parents...since 2006
www.AthensPetSitter.com

706-254-5232

Department of Communication Sciences 
 and Special Education

The UGA Speech and Hearing Clinic

Our Services
• Hearing evaluations (infants to adults)
• Hearing aid dispensing and repairs
• Speech, language, voice/resonance, and f luency disorders
• Speech and hearing screenings

Call us at 706.542.4598 to learn more!

593 Aderhold Hall, Athens, GA 30602 • coe.uga.edu/shc

The UGA Speech and Hearing Clinic has provided services to the Athens community for 
more than 60 years!

2500 Daniell’s Bridge Road 
Building 200, Suite 3A

Athens, GA  30606
706-548-1151

www.fbglaw.com

Center for Continuing  
Education & Hotel

706-542-2654
georgiacenter.uga.edu

Committed to  
Lifelong Learning

Carolyn Abney

Phone: 706-850-6148 
CarolynAbney@KW.com

Seniors Real Estate Specialist
Certified International  

Property Specialist

OLLI@UGA
would like to 
thank all its 
sponsors 

for their continued 
support.

We are always on the lookout for 
sponsors who would like to help our 

mission to lifelong learners in the 
Athens area. If you would like more 

information, please contact 
Tim Meehan (Executive Director).

Burman Printing is proud to support
OLLI@UGA

The various companies you see listed in our newsletters 
and catalogs are proud supporters of OLLI@UGA. The 
acknowledgements we place in our publications are just one 
way we can thank these organizations that support OLLI@UGA’s 
mission of meeting the cultural, social, and intellectual needs 
of adults age 50+ in Athens and its surrounding communities. 
Whether you see their name in print or you see them in person 
at one of our events, know that we appreciate our sponsors as 
they partner with us to support lifelong learning.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Who wants to review Athens restaurants? 
If you enjoy eating out occasionally and would like to share 
your opinion of local restaurants with OLLI@UGA members, 
please email Susan Walker, editor of the OLLI Times, at 
swalkerwriter@gmail.com.
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A Proud Sponsor of
A Proud Sponsor of

Public Radio Station 
Athens & Surrounding Areas

Your Oasis for Ideas in the Arts

4-COLOR

2-COLOR / SPOT

BWwww.WUGA.org

Serving older adults and their families in Athens since 1999

1551 Jennings Mill Road, Suite 2200A
Watkinsville, Georgia 30677

706-613-2224  -  www.homeinstead.com/245

ncommonourmet
ncommonU  G

Uncommon
Gourmet

1087 Baxter Street 
Athens, GA 30606 
  (706) 353-3107

Formerly The Healthy Gourmet

Uncommon Products From Around the World
UG

a print magazine and online everyday

Profiles  |  Calendar for Grown-Ups   
Reviews  |  Advice  |  Essays

more at www.boomathens.com
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The UGA College of Education is proud to partner with OLLI@UGA.

WORKING TOGETHER 
TO SUPPORT THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF LEARNING.
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CLASS REGISTRATION OPENS
JANUARY 16 AT 10 A.M.

Mark your calendars!

January 16: General Registration Opens

January 21: OLLI Office closed (MLK)

January 25: Lifelong Learning Fair 

at Georgia Square Mall, 1-3 p.m.

January 30: New Member Orientation (time TBD)

February 5: Classes Begin

February 14: Valentine's Day Luncheon

May 15: Class proposals due

May 17: Annual Meeting at the State Botanical Garden

Fused Glass Art: Nov 1 2017 (Harry Hayes)
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